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Climate and technological change offer an unprecedented
opportunity for just urban transition

But bold, integrated action to address the constraints imposed
by economic, cultural and political dynamics is needed

Some building blocks that can help move towards more
inclusive and transformative urban climate responses




We often focus on “shallow”
points and levers of change

 |ndividual behavior

Sometimes, we target

* Infrastructural, systemic factors

We must target deeper leverage
points

* World views, values and identities
shaping system configurations
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THE ICEBERG MODEL

EVENTS
What is happening?
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PATTERNS OF BEHAVIOR
What trends are there over time?

-

SYSTEMS STRUGTURE
How are the patits related?

What influences
the pattems?

MENTAL MODELS
What values,
assurptions, +
beliefs shape
the system?
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SITY to optimize

iti el SOLAR ELEC
Transitions ”C%’ W'tdh h'?lh building TREE SHADING for cooling o
rialed WaLs to reduce air conditioning ndihotue
d e pe n d Canadians SWitChing to ACTIVE use in hotter summers i
TRANSPORTATION to reduce
on va I ues Of driving and improve health
. MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT
| homes near offices and shops
actors with ~ 0

to reduce driving

different levels ELECTRIC STREET CARS,

i BUSES and BIKE LANES
Of power to ) to reduce driving
envision the e

future

What image
embodies
the future of

urban spaces
in Canada?

Sarah Burch 2021



It is crucial to
consider who is
(not) at the
table, for whom,
where and when
we plan that
future?

For example, what
image embodies
the solar future of
San Juan, Puerto
Rico?
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Eschrich et al 2021 Cities of Light lllustration
by Regan Rosburg
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Actionable Strategies

1. Use a palette of technical,
socially, culturally and
context sensitive climate
actions and solutions

2. Engage ininclusive processes
to generate imaginative
visions of the future

3. Actively pursue synergies
with communities’ priorities
and values
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